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20 applicants selected to interview for University of Minnesota Board of Regents 
 
(St. Paul, MN, December 15, 2020) Twenty candidates for four vacancies on the University of 
Minnesota Board of Regents were selected to be interviewed by the Regent Candidate Advisory 
Council (RCAC) at their meeting on December 14, 2020.   
 
Four of the twelve seats on Board of Regents are open for appointment every two years, each 
representing a six-year term.  The positions to be filled are from Minnesota’s 1st, 4th, 6th and 7th 
Congressional Districts.   
 
“It’s clear from the quality of candidates who applied this year that there is a lot of passion for 
the University of Minnesota,” said RCAC Chair Daniel Wolter. “It is our goal to ensure the 
Legislature has a robust and diverse list of candidates to consider when they meet to elect 
Regents in 2021. Thank you to everyone who put their name forward.” 
 
The RCAC is a 24-member advisory council established by the Minnesota State Legislature to 

recruit, screen, and recommend regent candidates for election by the Legislature.  The 

interviews will be held virtually on January 4-8, 2021. They will be streamed for public viewing. 
 

The RCAC must recommend to a Joint Legislative Committee between two and four individuals 

for each open position on the Board.  The Joint Committee selects one candidate for each open 

position, and submits this slate of candidates for consideration by the full Legislature sitting in 

Joint Convention.  Under the Minnesota Constitution, the Joint Convention elects Regents to 

the Board.  

Following are the names of the candidates to be interviewed by the RCAC for each open regent 

seat: 

First District: 

 Val Aarsvold (Altura) 

 Eunice Biel (Harmony) 

 Daniel Dorman (Albert Lea) 

 Ruth Johnson (Rochester) 

 Karen Krause (New Richland) 

 Randy Simonson (Worthington) 

http://www.rcac.leg.mn/


 
 
Fourth District:  

 Daryl Alkire (St. Paul) 

 Devin Driscoll (St. Paul) 

 James Farnsworth (St. Paul) 

 Amy Koch (St. Paul) 

 Don Lifto (St. Paul) 

 Karen Schanfield (St. Paul) 

 Rachel Westermeyer (St. Paul) 
 
Sixth District:  

 Dave Hoang (Blaine) 

 Michael Hsu (Blaine) 

 Kodi Verhalen (Elk River) 
 
Seventh District:  

 Neil Franz (Albany) 

 Doug Huebsch (Perham) 

 Lucas Sjostrom (Brooten) 

 Michael Yost (Murdock) 
 
 
* An earlier version of this miscategorized applicant Neil Franz as being in the 6th Congressional 
District instead of the 7th.  
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